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The surgical anatomy of the maxillary artery and its branching
patterns in relation to the Le Fort type O osteotomy

Ken IsHII, Kenichiro SucA, Takeshi UCHIYAMA

The Second Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Tokyo Dental College

Key words : Le Fort [J7 osteotomy, Maxillary artery, Descending palatine artery,

To perform maxillary surgeryl particularly Le Fort type O osteotomy[] we investigated the positional
rclationship of the course of the maxillary artcry and its branchO the descending palatine artery in the jaw
boned X-ray imaging analysis of cadavers was performed using the Yasunaga computer systermi Cephalo
Metrics AtoZlCafter injecting contrast medium( and the following results were obtained
0 O Anomalies that coule cross the Le Forttype O osleolomy line were noted in approximatelydIIO of the

samplesd] Furthermoreld during osteotome insertion[] the maxillary artery came close to the upper area
of the blade in(3 (IO of the samplosO
0 O Measuring the distance between the lateral margin of the piriform aperture and the descending pala-
tine arteryO it was shown that in approximately(T10 of both the right and left sides the descending
palatine artery came into contact with the reciprocating bone saw during osteotomy(]
0 The Shikwa Gakuho OO OO OOOTTHO



